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to greater daring, and they hung on his flanks relentlessly,
cutting off stragglers ruthlessly, and keeping him con-
stantly on the alert. The Field-Marshal was kept in a
state of perpetual anxiety, because he never knew upon
which side or where he would be attacked next. Brushes
were almost of daily occurrence, and the success of one side
or the other fluctuated like a barometer.
Once the nomads caught Kaisim Pasha at a heavy dis-
advantage. The navvies and engineers were busy at work
as usual on the permanent way, with the military outpost
thrown well out on all sides. Suddenly there was a savage,
heart-rending yell, and the desert became alive with the
swarthy, active and powerful, infuriated bandits. In an
irresistible wave they swept down upon the railhead. The
outposts stood their ground, but they were overwhelmed
in the rush. The Field-Marshal hurriedly called one and
all to arms. The navvies threw down their hammers, pick-
axes, shovels, and other tools, grabbed their rifles, and
supported the soldiers. But there was no stemming that
savage, rushing horde. The tribesmen fanatically threw
themselves upon the position, and to such advantage that
the commander was compelled to retire, leaving 100 dead
upon the field.
Construction was arrested completely for a time. The
bandits, inspired with their initial success, hung about, and
at the slightest attempt at a sally, concentrated and bore
down, driving the soldiers back- The situation became so
critical that Kaisim Pasha determined to teach the nomads
a severe lesson once and for all. He hurriedly sent home
for reinforcements, together with ten battalions of artillery,
which were despatched post-haste to his assistance,
When his forces were strengthened sufficiently he issued
forth, and in turn caught the nomads by surprise. The
soldiers, who had been chafing under the reverse they had
suffered and their prolonged inability to revenge their
fallen comrades, seized the opportunity and carried home
the attack with spirited energy. For a time the bandits
stood their ground, offering a stubborn resistance. The